CHAPTER   II
THE REPUBLIC AND THE PARTIES
I
N the forenoon of November n the armistice came into force.
The real purpose of the German revolution had been achieved,
and with the stopping of hostilities the mercury in the revolu-
tionary thermometer ran backward to the bulb. It was this that
rendered the task of Ebert and his immediate associates relatively
easy. The revolutionary act had taken place only to be promptly
nullified; the revolutionary movement still existed but was shorn
of half its force; the revolutionary situation could be changed.
The task of Ebcrt was to secure a rapid return to normality and
to liquidate the revolution.
In the two days that the revolution lasted,, the new government
had created a very favourable impression by the simple method
of confining its public action to speeches and manifestoes. Its
formation had united the Socialist rank and file, who were ignorant
of the circumstances of its formation. To these it seemed that if
the Independents had ceased to be as Bolshevik as they had been,
the Majority men were resuming the road traditionally marked
out to a German Socialist party. They were leaving the wilderness
of social patriotism in which they had lingered almost overlong
for the straight path to the promised Marxist land. Their change,
of front—and there undoubtedly was a contrast between the
speeches of November 1918 and the speeches of, say., November
1916—impressed the whole revolutionary movement,, even im-
pressed the extremists, except the few who> in so far as individuals
could, had made the revolution., and not even these knew that in
the hour of decision Ebert had made a bargain behind the backs
of his Independent colleagues with the army command,
It was only afterwards that the details of the bargain became
known and the real role of Ebert as the sabotager-in-chief of
revolution was understood, The army was the key to the situation,
It was not, as in the Russian November revolution^ in full disso-
lution. On the contrary^ despite the chaos in the rear and the

